
What’s In
Your May?

I think everyone has that month.
It is the month where everything
seems to congregate. If there is a
birthday to be celebrated, it is in
that month. Special anniversaries
to remember? Same month.

For our family it is the month of
May. May used to be a quiet
month. It was just a time to
remember moms. Over the years
it has mushroomed into a
scheduling nightmare. We have 5
family birthdays; 8 if you include
the 2 in the first week of June and
the 1 the last week of April.
Baseball will finish up May 12th
and school will enter that final
push to done in early June.
Mother’s Day, Memorial Day and
a host of other “days” draw upon
our schedules.

But here is what I know. I know
that regardless of the busyness of
the month, it will still be only 31
days long. It will begin on a

Tuesday and end on a Thursday.

What that means is that it is only a
temporary situation. It will not
always be that busy. There is
always a period of calm that
follows the busyness.

Such is true in our lives as
followers. I am not thinking about
the church calendar. I reference
the everyday ongoing thing we
call life. A couple in the church
have been trying to sell their
house. It was a long and at times
tortuous process—but it closed
last week and the upheaval is
over. It always comes to an end
at some point.

So the issue is not will it
conclude—but how will we have
fared in the midst of the upheaval
of the storms? It is one thing to
look back and say thank you Lord
that that is over—but quite
another to say thank you Lord
while it is still going on all around
you.

Remember that the sun always
rises and the storms always pass.

I will see you Sunday?

Pastor Mike’s
Paper Pulpit
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Tea Kettle
On a recent evening as I was cleaning
the kitchen, my eyes landed on the tea

kettle which lives on the back burner. It
silently screamed, “Pay attention to me!

I’m grimy and filthy and neglected. Why haven’t you
cleaned me?” For the first time, it had reached the
front seat in my consciousness. This poor little tea
kettle had been a hand-me-down from Ramona and
survived several roommates and a 10-year old chef. It
had made countless pots of tea, yet I didn’t recall that
it had EVER been washed since I could remember. I
thought to myself, “Wow. I really wish I could just
scrub this clean.” And I wondered why tea kettles
don’t get washed. Then, I realized that it’s because
they only hold water! It wasn’t that this couldn’t be
washed…it was that it normally wouldn’t NEED to be
washed! But it was dirty, and it definitely needed it
now – so I scrubbed it. I brought it out of the land of
“I’ve never done it that way.”

When my mom was in the hospital last month, my
Dad noticed pendant flags on the outside of the rooms

that said “No Pass Zone.” He asked an orderly what
the flag meant…did it mean that guests were not
supposed to walk down the hall past the room? “No,”
said the orderly, but he had no idea what it did mean.
My dad asked a medical assistant, an LVN, and then
finally a RN. Not one of them could answer the
question. Finally, my dad found a supervising nurse
and learned from her that this was a reminder for all
staff to never walk past a room without checking to
see that the patient was inside. The entire hospital
ward staff saw these signs every day, but hardly
anyone knew why they were there. “It’s always been
that way.”

Romans 12:2 urges, “And do not be conformed to this
world, but be transformed by the renewing of your
mind, that you may prove what is that good and
acceptable and perfect will of God.”

God expects us to submit to his transforming power
and to present ourselves as living sacrifices. I don’t
want to be a dirty tea kettle just because I’m afraid to
take a bath. ~Melissa

PRAY FOR OUR MISSIONARIES

Greg & Vicki Syverson
CMF International — Mexico

Vince & Gretta Payne
Panama Mission Foundation

Dr. & Mrs. Yoon Kwon Chae
Korea Gospel Mission

Champions For Tomorrow
Clovis, CA

American Indian Christian Missions

Doors of Hope

Madera Community Food Bank

Madera Rescue Mission

Madera Love INC

Discover more information on the
missions we support on our
website: www.maderafcc.org

One of my favorite songs from Francesca Battistelli is,
“If we’re Honest.” The very first stanza in the song states,
“Truth is harder than a lie. The dark seems safer than the
light, and everyone has a heart that loves to hide.” I re-
member first hearing this and the words were so emotional
to me. Truth is harder, so much harder. We have to battle
with if the truth will hurt someone. We have to battle with
if the truth will hurt us; maybe just this once it is safe to
stay in the shadows. We then build up these lies regardless
if we want to or not- and then we live life afraid that one
day all these lies will just fall down. Luckily, we have a God
that knows we are a mess and he takes mercy in our faults.
Proverbs 10:9 says, “Anyone who lives without blame walks
safely. But anyone who takes a crooked path will get
caught.” This month I would like you to join us as we
learn that because God is good we can be honest and pray
that we as God’s people walk safely without blame!

-xoxo Katie



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

1

Intercessory Prayer

6:30pm-7:30pm

2 3

Worship Team Rehearsal

6:00pm

4 5

Women’s Breakfast—

8am @Robin Walton’s

home

6

Bible Classes 9:30

Worship 10:45

Youth Group 6:30-7:30

7 8

Intercessory Prayer

6:30pm-7:30pm

9

FCC Food Bank

10:00am– Noon

10

Worship Team Rehearsal

6:00pm

11 12

13

Bible Classes 9:30

Worship 10:45

Youth Group 6:30-7:30

14 15

Intercessory Prayer

6:30pm-7:30pm

16 17

Worship Team Rehearsal

6:00pm

18 19

20

Bible Classes 9:30

Worship 10:45

Youth Group 6:30-7:30

21 22

Intercessory Prayer

6:30pm-7:30pm

23

FCC Food Bank

10:00am– Noon

24

Worship Team Rehearsal

6:00pm

25 26

27

Bible Classes 9:30

Worship 10:45

Youth Group 6:30-7:30

28 Office Closed 29

Intercessory Prayer

6:30pm-7:30pm

30 31

Worship Team Rehearsal

6:00pm

Anniversaries

6 Charles & Jodi

Camp

Birthdays

12 Brett LeTourneau

22 Marcia Ferguson

24 Matt Arnold
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There are FOUR emphases in prayer that Team Daniel
offers to you as a part of our church family.

The FCC Prayer Team meets each Sunday morning in
Pastor Mike’s office at 8:45 to seek God and prayer
walk the church facility.

Prayer Hosts are our volunteer prayer folks who are
available during the service to pray specifically with
you and for you.

Our Prayer Wall is found in the office hallway. Leave a
request and it will be
prayed over.

The Intercessors meet
Tuesdays from 6:30-
7:30 PM to lift up our
church family.

We just need YOU!

SATURDAY MAY 12TH

BREAKFAST @ 7:30 AM

PROJECTS BEGIN AT 8:30
There is a host of projects to be

completed both inside and out;
from cleaning to trimming and

everything in between.
Come and help us “spruce”

up the facility.

“God answers
knee-mail.”

~Anonymous

CWF Breakfast—Saturday,
May 5th—8am @ the home of

Robin Walton
2805 Willow Drive

Due to the Mighty Men Movement the
Men’s Breakfast, Elders, and Board
Meetings are cancelled for May 5th.

The Game of Life

Pastor Mike will finish the Game of
Life Series on May 6th with a message
entitled “What to Do? What to DO?”

May 13th—Mother’s Day

Reception in the Fountain
Courtyard @ 10:15

”My Life As A Mom”


